Glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP)-immunoreactive astrocytes are increased in the hypothalamus of androgen-insensitive testicular feminized (Tfm) mice.
In the hypothalamus of androgen-insensitive testicular feminized (Tfm) mice the normal pattern of immunohistochemical staining for glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) is markedly different from normal. Along the borders of the third ventricle and in the dorsomedial and arcuate nuclei, the numbers of stained astrocytes are increased. The usual ordered array of tanycytic processes is obscured by a tangle of GFAP-stained stellate glial cells. GFAP immunostaining in other regions of the Tfm forebrain is similar to that in normal mice. These results suggest that the distribution of reactive glia in the hypothalamus may have been changed as a consequence of the genetic defect in Tfm mice.